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Disciplina: LINGUA E CIVILTA' INGLESE 
Libri di testo:  
-Radley P/Simonetti D. Horizons  2 Ed Oxford University Press- Student’s Book e Workbook 
-Cattaneo A. /De Flaviis D.Cakes and Ale vol. 1 From the Middle Ages to Pre-romanticism, Carlo 
Signorelli Editore, 2007 
-Bartram M./Walton R.Think English+Culture–Intermediate, Ed Oxford University Press- 
Student’s Book e Workbook 
 

PROGRAMMA DI LETTERATURA 
 

The Anglo- Saxon Period      -      History and society 
Pre-Celtic and Celtic Britain - Roman Britain 
The Anglo-Saxon invasion 
The Germanic and Viking  elements 
 
Culture  
The warlike ideal - An aristocratic society 
The pagan cult of fame and the Christian influence 
Old English 
The Anglo-Saxon poetry: the epic 
Anonymous   Beowulf    “ The coming of Beowulf” 
 

The Middle Ages  -      History and society 
The Norman conquest – the feudal system 
The clash between Crown and Church: Thomas Becket 
Richard Lion-heart and John Lackland – The Magna Charta and Parliament 
The Hundred Years War  
Religious and social revolt 
The War of the Roses 
 
Culture  
A new literature in English 
Middle English 
 
The Medieval poetry: Middle-English poetry, Medieval lyrics, metrical characteristics 
 
Geoffrey Chaucer    
From  The Canterbury Tales:  
General Prologue 
The wife of Bath 
The Knight (fotocopia) 
The Prioress (fotocopia) 
 
The Chivalric ideal: Chivalry and  courtly love 
Thomas Malory: The Death of King Arthur 
 
 



The Renaissance    -      History and society 
 
The Tudor dynasty: Henry VII, Henry VIII 
The reformation and the Church of England 
Religious persecutions under Edward VI and Mary I 
Catholics and Protestants and the dissenters. 
Elizabeth I: the conquest of the seas and the defeat of the Armada 
The Stuart dynasty: James I 
The Gunpowder plot 
The Pilgrim Fathers in America 
Charles I and Cromwell 
The Commonwealth 
The Civil war 
 
V. Woolf: “Judith, Shakespeare’s sister”  from “A room of one’s own” (fotocopia) 
 
William Shakespeare 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London  
Romeo and Juliet : Only your name is My Enemy 
Hamlet: To be or not to be 
Macbeth: Macbeth shall sleep no more 
 
The English sonnet sequence  
 
William Shakespeare   The Sonnets: 
Shall I compare Thee to a Summer’s Day? 
My Mistress’Eyes Are Nothing Like the Sun 
 
Visione di film in lingua originale: 
Elizabeth, The Golden Age 
Shakespeare in love 
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